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It seems, at times, like life hands us some of the 
most ironic twists. The weather is finally warming 
up. The sun is shining. There are rumors that spring 
might decide to show up this year, followed by…dare 
I say… Summer! 

Just as things are changing, just as things are 
starting to lose their green, mossy shells, just as birds 
are beginning to sing and tulips are beginning to 
bloom…Flu. 

Seriously, the Flu? Ear infections, Pneumonia, 
Persistent Cough, Low Energy, Fever…Just some of 
the many fun experiences going on at the McCoy 
house over the last two weeks. In one word, “Not 
Fun.” Wait, that was two… Ok, in two words, “I Do 
Not Like Being Sick!” Apparently, my illness has 
taken away my ability for simple math. 

When it comes to illnesses, I am not a huge fan. 
When I get sick I feel like, somehow, I have lost. For 
me, going to the Urgent Care was a defeated moment. 
I had to explain to another human being, in front of 
my wife and son, that I was not a Super Hero. I was 
not immune from the bugs and viruses which have 
been running rampant in our communities over the 
last several weeks. I did not and do not like to admit 
my humanness and waited far too long to be seen. I 
have pneumonia. 

I was contacted by a member of our congregation 
who, when she heard about our family’s health 
situation, offered to make us chicken soup. I do not 
like being sick, I do not like feeling like a burden, I 
do not want anyone to go out of their way for me. I 
am stubborn. I want to be the Paramedic Firefighter 

Continued on page 2... 

Pastor who sings and prays and cares for others. I am 
tired and I am sick. 

I got home from picking up my kids to discover 
that, in my absence, angels brought over soup and 
bread. It took no energy for me to heat up the dinner 
and it was wonderful. I love cooking for people. I get 
to pray for them the whole time. I get to ask God to 
be present at their table, to strengthen their bodies 
and their souls. With every chop and stir and sauté, I 
pray that God reveals God’s self to them. This is what 
I though about with every bite that I took. There was 
a renewed sense of peace in my mind as my body was 
warmed by the gift of soup. 

We are called to serve others. We are called to 
stand in the gaps of this world. We are called to be 
one body. These are things that are not always easy to 
do. I have said time and time again, it is the first step 
of our “R.A.C.E.” Reach! We should be reaching 
back, encouraging others along a new path, reaching 
across, bridging gaps and breaking down walls, and 
reaching up, towards a mentor, someone who will 
help us become better than who we could ever be 
alone.  

I have had a unique opportunity to see our 
“Reach” from a different perspective these last 
several weeks.  

It is OK for us to reach out! If you have been 
feeling ill and under the weather, reach out. Please, 
listen to my wife! Go to your doctor, go to the Urgent 
Care, go to the Medicine Man, just go. We need to be 
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healthy in order to be successful in all of the things 
God has in store for us. Please, Go! 

And, if you are not one of the many who has 
been “blessed” with the spring-time bug, reach out 
to those who have. Pray for them as you create your 
famed chicken noodle soup, or beef barley, or turkey 
and rice. Take your neighbors a meal and a blessing 
of healing and of peace. Your compassion will be 
felt in profound ways. It will go a lot further than 
just a bowl and a spoon. 

Be Well, Be Blessed, and Be a Blessing! 

Pastor Rob 

Letter to the Congregation 
“Our Pastor” 

We have a unique situation in our wonderful church. While we have a “half time” pastor, we 
also have the incredible situation of having a pastor with vision, creativity, energy, and love 
for this congregation. All of this bundled within a “supposed” 20 hour a week position.  

There are ways we can honor this. 

With Pastor Rob’s full time position with the Gig Harbor Fire Department, we must share 
the precious time he has for his family while serving both of these positions. It is well known 
that he puts in many more hours than 20 hours per week as our pastor. 

Areas where we can better help to meet this goal have been identified. We welcome input in 
any other areas you may see that would help meet this style of pastor.  

One area is to schedule your appointments to visit with Pastor Rob. With the new style of 
working, for almost all pastors, they are not necessarily in their offices at the church site. 
That does not mean they are not accessible by phone, e mail, even Skype. BUT, it does mean 
that there are times where even this style of communication is not appropriate, such as; 
Family Dinner time/after 9:30PM/while away on vacation (yes we do try our best to make 
sure that he does get a vacation). Pastor Rob communicates regularly with our Office 
Administrator, Duana, as well as with other persons related to his needs. 

Another way we may address his limited time is not to monopolize his time at the end of 
services. So many people would love to say “hello” or to comment on his message. It would 
help to leave a note for him to contact you. We can put up a message board for that use.  

Thank you to all of you for your loving participation in this church. Let’s all find ways to 
keep our wonderful pastor available, within the boundaries of this position as a half time 
pastor. 

Respectfully yours, 
Staff Parish Relations Committee  

PLEASE HELP:  We are trying to update our 

records and membership information and we 

need your help. If you have contact 

information for the following people, please 

forward it to the office at (360) 275-3714 or 

office@nmumc.org. 
 

 Jesse Moore 

 Jason Barth 

 Hunter Hamilton 

 Houston Hamilton 

 Mike Deignan 

 Jennifer Roswell 

 

~Thank you for your assistance! 



From the cluttered desks 
of  your Lay Leaders, 

Joyce Stratton 
and Carmen Caporale… 

 
Thanks to    (your name here)    for volunteering to help prep the breakfast coming up 

on April 3rd and again on May 1st, or for volunteering your assistance to help package 
breakfast burritos, or to help deliver the burritos to the hungry beyond our doors. Many 
hands make for happy work! 

Also, thanks to    (your name here)    for volunteering to help with the Rummage Sale. 
There are so many opportunities to help make this another roaring success! While many 
hands are needed to attend to the business of sale days (May 6th & 7th), many hands to help 
organize throughout the days prior (May 1-5), are sooooo appreciated! Judy Honsowetz will 
be organizing the lunch and will appreciate hearing what soup you might like to prepare. 
Items for the bake sale are always appreciated, and knowing what to expect in advance 
helps make presentation easier. Please set some time aside from May 1st through May 7th 
on your calendar and let us know where and how you would like to join in the community 
event! 

Prayers for acceptance and engaging in a prison ministry on forgiveness developed by 
Mary Wingren, Mike Snow, and Tessie Fleener. Mary is leading the Wednesday Bible Study 
brown bag lunch group in this 6 week study before taking it to the Mission Creek Women’s 
Center. They are also in need of helpers to present once they start the prison ministry. 

As your lay leaders, Carmen Caporale and I would like to pass on some information you 
might want to consider… information on creating a medical emergency “grab ‘n go” 
book… a document to give to EMTs or other caregivers who need awareness in emergency 
situations. Pertinent information to include would be as follows: 

 Copy of advanced medical directive and power of attorney 

 List of medications with doses and frequencies 

 Copy (front and back) of insurance card, Medicare card, driver’s license or other photo 
ID 

 List of allergies 

 List of doctors and pharmacies with addresses and phone numbers 

 List of emergency contacts 

 Dates of important medical events/procedures/surgeries 

 Extra blank pages for note taking 

“Wherever the Spirit of the Lord sways a heart, there is a passion to serve.” 

~ Blessings and thanks from Joyce and Carmen 



“The Word” 
 

Do you have a 
different 
version of the 
bible than I 
do? Do you 
want to study 

and explore the upcoming scripture being 
read on Sunday? Do you like to be in 
friendly discussions as to the possible 
meaning of the scripture? Come join us! 
We are “The Word” discipleship group. We 
meet on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 
7 to 7:30pm in the church library. We are 
having lots of fun and discussion on what 
the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to 
stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are 
welcome! 

First Sunday Breakfast 
April 3, 8:30am 

at NMUMC 
Come join us for 
breakfast and help 
make breakfast 
burritos to share 
with the hungry 
of  our community. 
 

~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

Adopt-A-Hwy 
Roadside 
Cleanup 

 

Monday, April 11th. 
We will be meeting 
at Bob and Peggy 

Hager’s (51 East Sunset Beach 
Lane on South Shore, Belfair) at 

9am.  Everyone’s help is welcome 
and appreciated to clean-up our 

section of Route 106! 

Spring 
Grounds Cleanup 

 

Saturday, April 9th 
10am at NMUMC 

All Helpers Needed! 
Bring your gloves, garden tools, and 
help to get the grounds back in shape 
after this winter! 
Hot dog lunch will be provided! 

Sign up sheet in the narthex 

Anna’s Bay Chorale 
Saturday April 30th 

7pm at NMUMC 
The theme for this concert is 

American Composers. A wide range 
of musical genres will be covered 
from Revolutionary times on up. 

- Free - 
Donations Gratefully Accepted 
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Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview 
Elementary) has a friendly competition every 
year to see which class can collect the most 
“Box Tops.”  If anyone would like to save 

these for Barb, 
she would love 
to have them! 
 

Please see Barb 
for more details. 

Education Hour  
for Adults 

 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is 
Faithlink, a discussion on the 
intersections of faith and 
current events.  

Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free 
Community Lunch that will be 
hosted by NMUMC is on April 
20th, from noon-1pm at the 
Belfair Community Baptist 
Church. If you would like to help 
in this community outreach 
program, call or talk to Judy 
Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. Children’s Time 

 

Children’s Time is provided 
during worship for elementary 
school age children, after 
which childcare is available 
for all ages. 

Women’s 
Bible Study! 

The Women’s 

Bible Study meets 
every Wednesday, 

11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s house, 
30 East Cardinal Court (just off 
Hwy. 302, Victor cut-off, in 
Belwood). 

Contact Nancy Polen at: 
360-440-4459 or npolen@yahoo.com 

or more information. 

Annual Rummage Sale! 
Friday, May 6th, 9am - 4pm 

Saturday, May 7th, 9am - 3pm 
at NMUMC 

As you begin your “Spring Cleaning” please remember 
our largest fundraiser of the year and save what you 
think we might be able to resell. 

There will be a bake sale, plant sale, a soup lunch, and 
lots of opportunities to participate! 

Sign up sheets will be in the narthex soon. 

Thank you, 
from your Rummage Sale Committee, 
Jan Olmsted, Lynn Soderland, and Jennifer Landreth 



Our Presence 

March 6 - 58 

March 13 - 48 

March 20 - 64 

March 24th (Maundy Thursday) - 37 

March 24th (Good Friday) - 31 

March 27 (Easter Sunday) - 102 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Ken Pettie (friend of Ken & Debbie Boad), 
Estelle Foster (Laura Boad’s mother), 
Nancy Polen, Nancy Herrera, Chris 
Jacomb (friend of the Fleeners), Alicia 
Tarin, Rachel Bearce, Barbara and Sandy 
(friends of Rachel Bearce), Michael Kann 
(Bobby Stratton’s brother-in-law), Susan 
Bonnel (friend of Jan Olmsted), Jennifer 
O’Keefe, Mike Williams (Gene & Linda 
Williams son), Juanita High, Laura Lee 
(Gerry Wasner’s youngest daughter), Dan 
Bearce, Al Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben 
Boad’s son-in-law), Rob and Rebecca 
Merhaut (Phyllis Merhaut’s son and 
daughter-in-law), and Leon Hart for healing 
and medical concerns 

Prayers for Robbi Huff and family, as 
caregivers to Robbi’s husband Chuck. 

Prayers for Linda Humphrey mourning the 
passing of her brother in early February. 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe 
mired in war and political violence. 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

The Finance Committee met on March 17th and 
reviewed our financial activity for Januiary and 
February. So far, all revenues and expenditures are 
within budget. Our first quarter finance summary will 
be presented in next month’s newsletter. 

We are happy to report that our February 29th 
dessert auction was a great success! This event 
raised $893 for Tacoma Community House, thanks to 
all of you! 

We are also looking forward to our Annual 
Rummage Sale which is coming up. Since this is the 
major fundraiser for our church, we would like to 
encourage everyone to help out. So gather up all 
those treasures you no longer need and let’s turn 
them into cash!!! 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 
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Our Service 

Many thanks once again to Mike and Denise 
Snow for the First Sunday Breakfast. 

Thank you to Butch Boad, Bobby Stratton, and 
Steve Meacham for the on-going repairs to the 
double door entry. 

Many thanks to Jan Olmsted, Lynn Soderlund, 
and Jennifer Landreth for once again taking the 
lead on the Rummage Sale scheduled for May 6th 
and 7th. 

April Birthdays 
 3rd Bob Merhaut 

 4th Nancy Bacon 

 9th Cameo Amick 

 12th Tom Hamilton 

 13th Kate Landreth 

 22nd Tom Miller 

 26th Nicholas Theine 

 27th Jennifer Roswell 

April Anniversaries 
 22nd Floyd & Dona Chidester 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
7pm NA 

2

3 
8:30am 1st 
Sunday Breakfast 
 
 
 
 

 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

4 
 

5 
7pm NA 

6 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

7 
6pm ACA 

8 
7pm NA 

9 
10am 
Grounds 
Cleaning 
Work Party 

10 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

12pm Love Letters 
Meeting 

 
 
 

 

11 
9am 
Adopt-A-Hwy 
Clean Up 

12 
7pm NA 

13 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

14 
6pm ACA 
 

15 
7pm NA 

16 

17 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

18 

 

 

19 
7pm NA 

20 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

21 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 
 

22 
7pm NA

23

24 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

25 
 

26 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

27 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

28 
6pm ACA 

29 
7pm NA

30 
7pm Anna’s Bay 
Chorale 



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San 

Diego, CA 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 
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Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


